
Redistricting
Board Briefing

October 19, 2021



Agenda

1. Review Highlights of 10/5/21 Briefing
2. Legal Advice 
3. County Update
4. School District Comparisons
5. School District Considerations
6. Timeline  
7. Comments and Questions



Review 



• 2021: Readjust population between School Board 
districts  (based on 2020 Census data) by 
redrawing district lines

• No district may include substantially more 
constituents than others

• Target: @ 152,000 constituents/district

Redistricting Overview



• Map generated 
by County in 
September  

• Compares 2010 
Census info to 
2020

• Shows shifts in 
demographics 
over last 10 
years

CENSUS DATA FOR
BOARD MEMBER

RESIDENCE AREAS 
OF THE SCHOOL 
DISTRICT OF LEE 

COUNTY

District 1 Mary Fischer
District 2 Melisa W. Giovannelli
District 3 Chris N. Patricca
District 4 Debbie Jordan
District 5 Gwynetta S. Gittens
District 6 Betsy Vaughn (at large)
District 7 Cathleen O'Daniel Morgan (at large)



WHAT THE CENSUS DATA IS TELLING US

• The indicators above show that creating new maps is necessary
• Districts 1, 2, 3, and 5 deviations are all beyond +/ - 2.5%                                    

F.S. 124.01 [3]
https://www.leegov.com/countymanager/redistricting



https://www.leegov.com/countymanager/redistricting

District -wide 
Census 

Information 
for Current 
Boundaries



Legal Advice 



Sarasota County  https:/ /www.scgov.ne t/hom e/showdocum ent?id=42656 scgov.ne t

What standards must a redistricting process apply?
● Equal (almost) in population. Ind ividua l d istricts should  be  as nearly equa l in  

popula tion  as is  possib le  or p racticab le .  “Popula tion” m eans re siden ts, not 
registe red  vote rs.  “Nearly equa l” m eans tha t the  popula tion  of ind ividua l d istricts 
should  be  as close  to  the  ave rage  size  d istrict (i.e . idea l size ) as is  possib le .

● Doesn’t dilute minority voting strength. If the re  is  a  loca tion  where  a  sign ificant 
num ber of m inority re siden ts re side , the ir ab ility to  vote  as a  b lock should  not be  
d ilu ted  by e ither d ivid ing tha t popula tion  in to two or m ore  d istricts (te rm ed  
“cracking”) or, if the re  is  a  sign ifican t m inority popula tion  in  two d istricts, m oving 
tha t popula tion  in to a  single  d istrict (te rm ed  “packing”).

● Contiguous. All parts of the  d istrict a re  physica lly ad jacen t.

● Follow the Voting Rights Act and comply with the Equal Protection Clause.

https://www.scgov.net/home/showdocument?id=42656


Sarasota County  https:/ /www.scgov.ne t/hom e/showdocum ent?id=42656 scgov.ne t

What traditional factors may a redistricting process apply?

● Compact. Districts should  be  re la tive ly com pact.  Unusua l, “b izarre” or se rpen tine  d istrict 
shapes tha t a re  crea ted  without fu rthe ring a  va lid  unde rlying public policy purpose  should  
be  avoided .

● Significant natural and man -made boundaries. Where  possib le , d istrict boundarie s 
should  follow easily recognized  or unde rstood  boundarie s, such  as m ajor roads, 
wate rbodies, or parklands.

● Preserves the core of existing district boundaries. The  boundarie s of the  new d istricts 
m ay re ta in  the  core  of the ir existing boundarie s to  p rovide  con tinu ity of representa tion .

● Avoids splitting communities of interest. District boundarie s should  avoid  sp litting 
com m unitie s tha t have  sim ila r in te re sts (e .g. ne ighborhoods or cities) where  possib le .

https://www.scgov.net/home/showdocument?id=42656


Voting Rights of 1965

● Voting Rights Act of 1965 - to remedy the inequality of opportunity 
provided to racial and ethic minorities to participate in elections.

● Section 2 to The Voting Rights Act - prohibits any state from 
imposing a voting qualification or prerequisite to voting or 
standard practice to deny the right to vote based on color or race.

ST. JOHNS COUNTY FL ARCBridge Consulting & Training Inc. www.arcbridge.com August 24, 2021 Report Based on Census PL94 -171 - 2020 and 2010



Redistricting Legal Question 
● Is the  Board  pe rm itted  to  adopt one  of the  

County’s m aps, be ing tha t the  Board  is 
com prised  of 5 Board  Mem bers from  Single  
Mem ber Districts and  2 At Large  Mem bers?



County Update



● Following Oct. 5th Public Hearing 
○ Agreed to the development of Map #6

● Novem ber Public Hearings
○ 11/2/21
○ 11/16/21



County Map #6(A)



County Map #6(B)



School District  
Comparisons



● What are similar school districts 
doing re la tive  to  Redistricting?



School District Comparisons by Size (over 600,00)



School District Comparisons by Size (under 600,00)



School Board Considerations



❏Adopt the County’s Map

❏Utilize  one  of the  County Maps

❏School Board  Crea tes Its Own Map 

Options





Map #1

Strengths Challenges





Map #2

Strengths Challenges





Map #3

Strengths Challenges





Map #4

Strengths Challenges





Map #5

Strengths Challenges



Map #6(A) 



Map #6(A)

Strengths Challenges



Map #6(B) 



Map #6(B)

Strengths Challenges



Review
School Board  Conside ra tions



Option 1: Adopt the County’s 
Choice  



Option 2: Utilize one of 
County’s Maps 



Option 3: Board Creates Its 
Own Map 



Timeline



Timeline
Month LCSD - Go with County LCSD- Create Own Map 

September ● County released the data and map to prove the need 
to redistrict, based on 2020 U.S. Census Data 
(Phase I)

● County initiated Phase II - the process of starting 
redistricting scenarios

● County released the data and map to prove the need to 
redistrict, based on 2020 U.S. Census Data (Phase I)

● County initiated Phase II - the process of starting 
redistricting scenarios

October 5th

October 19th

● Board Briefing #1 to discuss 2020 Census Data and 
need to redistrict

● Board Briefing #2 to discuss Lee County Maps

● Board Briefing #1 to discuss 2020 Census Data and need 
to redistrict

● Board Briefing #2 to discuss Lee County Maps

November 2nd

*November 3rd
*November 16th

*November 30th

● Community Group Presentations at Board Action 
Meeting

● Board Briefing #3 -Consensus on Map Option
● Tentative Board Briefing #4- Consensus on Map 

Option

● Community Group Presentations at Board Action Meeting

● Board Briefing #3 -Consensus on Map Option

● Tentative- Special Board Meeting to Review LCSD Map

December 7th

*December 14th 

● Public Hearing & Adopt map in Board Action Meeting

● Tentative- Public Hearing & Special Board Meeting to 
Adopt LCSD Map



Comments and Questions

● What questions do you have?    

● What additional information do you 
need?
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