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 6 
The School Board of Lee County shall adopt policies which forward the District goals for 7 
academic achievement, quality and stewardship, are based on the District’s Strategic Plan 8 
and are in compliance with State and federal requirements. 9 
 10 
The term “rule” and “policy” shall have the same definition when used in the operation of 11 
the School District of Lee County. Policies may be amended, repealed, or a new policy 12 
adopted as hereinafter prescribed. 13 
 14 
(1) Unless an emergency exists, any proposal relating to a policy amendment, the 15 

repeal of any policy, or the adoption of a new policy shall be presented to the 16 
School Board in writing and shall include explanation of the proposal. 17 
 18 
(a) The Superintendent shall give proper written notice to the public pursuant to 19 

the provisions of Florida Statutes, when presenting a recommendation to the 20 
School Board for adoption, amendment, or repeal of a policy. The 21 
Superintendent is delegated authority as agency head for the limited purpose 22 
of providing such notice.  The notice of a public hearing shall be advertised at 23 
least 28 days prior to the date of the hearing. The notice shall include a brief 24 
and concise explanation of the proposed policy’s purpose and effect, the 25 
estimate of economic impact to all individuals affected by the proposed policy 26 
or policy amendment, the specific legal authority for the School Board's 27 
action, and the location where the text of the proposed change may be 28 
obtained. 29 
 30 

(b)  Each proposed policy adoption, repeal, or amendment shall be reviewed at 31 
a rule development workshop conducted during a School Board Briefing 32 
meeting.  The workshop shall be conducted no earlier than 14 days after the 33 
notice required by Section (1)(a) and such notice shall include the date, time 34 
and location of the Briefing meeting at which the rule development workshop 35 
shall occur. 36 

 37 
(c) The Superintendent shall ensure that relevant staff are available to address 38 

comments and questions at the Briefing meeting and Public Hearing at which 39 
the policy change will be reviewed. 40 
 41 

(d) Upon adoption, a copy of the new policy, policy amendment, or repeal of 42 
policy adopted by the School Board shall be filed in the Superintendent’s 43 
Office. Policy handbooks and the District website shall be amended 44 
accordingly. 45 
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 46 
(e) Such policies shall become effective upon adoption by the School Board 47 

unless a time certain date is specified therein. 48 
 49 
(f) An extraordinary vote of the Board (one more than a majority) shall be 50 

required to make exceptions, amendments or additions to or to delete 51 
adopted School Board Policies.    52 

 53 
(g) A policy may incorporate material by reference, but only as the material 54 

exists on the date the policy is adopted.  Changes in such referenced 55 
material must be accomplished through the rule adoption process of this 56 
policy.  A policy that incorporates by specific reference another rule of the 57 
Board, automatically incorporates subsequent amendments to the referenced 58 
rule, unless a contrary intent is indicated in the referencing policy.   59 

 60 
(h) After the required notice has been accomplished, the proposed policy action 61 

may, upon direction of the Board, be withdrawn or revised.  Technical 62 
changes which do not affect the substance of the policy may be made 63 
without notice.  A notice of change must be published at least seven days 64 
before the public hearing and in the same manner as the original notice, if 65 
the change is substantive.  The Board may also give direction to withdraw 66 
the proposed policy action process by publishing the required initial notice.   67 

 68 
(2) Any person substantially affected by an existing School Board policy may petition 69 

the Division of Administrative Hearings, to conduct a hearing on the policy validity 70 
pursuant to Florida Statutes.  Any final order which is adverse to the person 71 
substantially affected, may, upon that person’s appeal, be judicially reviewed. 72 

 73 
(3) The School Board may determine that the public health, safety, or welfare is 74 

endangered and that immediate action is required to protect the public interest. 75 
When this occurs, the School Board, at any meeting in which a quorum is present, 76 
may adopt emergency policies, without complying with the waiting period as 77 
provided in subsection (1) herein for public hearings and other similar requirements. 78 
Notice of the specific facts and reasons for finding an immediate danger to the 79 
public health, safety or welfare shall be published on the District website prior to the 80 
policy action.  Notice of the proposed emergency policy action shall be provided 81 
when, and to the extent feasible.  The Superintendent shall properly record the 82 
effective date for any such emergency policy.  Any emergency policy shall not be 83 
valid in excess of 90 days from the adoption or effective date. 84 

 85 
(4) Any School Board employee, citizen, or agency may obtain information relating to 86 

the method for proposing a policy by contacting the Communications Office and 87 
may submit a policy proposal to the Superintendent’s Office. 88 

 89 
(5) A copy of the compiled policies shall be available for inspection in the 90 

Communications Office during normal working hours and on the District’s web site. 91 
 92 
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(6) Copies of the School Board policies shall be provided to all schools and other 93 
District facilities within the District as determined by the Superintendent. The 94 
Superintendent shall make a copy of any policy change available to each holder of 95 
the compilation who shall be responsible for entering all changes immediately upon 96 
receipt. 97 

 98 
(7) Exceptions to a School Board policy will be made only to provide and implement 99 

overall goals and objectives of the School District and to protect and preserve the 100 
health, safety, and welfare of the affected individual(s).  101 

 102 
(a) Any citizen may appeal to the Board for a variation or waiver with regard to 103 

any policy.  The individual must establish that application of the policy would 104 
cause a substantial hardship for a waiver to be considered or violate 105 
principals of fairness.  106 

 107 
(b) The appeal process shall be that a written request shall be made to the 108 

Superintendent who shall review the matter and present a recommendation 109 
to address the request at the next regular School Board meeting to which the 110 
item may be added as a part of the agenda. In cases where an appeal 111 
process has been developed for a specific policy, the appeal shall be made 112 
in accordance with that procedure. 113 

 114 
 (c) A request to make exception to a School Board policy shall be addressed 115 

and a decision rendered at a regular, special or emergency School Board 116 
meeting.  117 

 118 
(d) Providing an exception to a School Board policy shall not render the policy 119 

void with respect to the continued implementation of the policy.  120 
 121 
(e) The School Board may make exceptions to a policy without a citizen appeal, 122 

as authorized by this policy. 123 
 124 

 125 
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 120.52, 120.54, 120.542, 120.81(1) 1001.41, 1001.42, 126 

1001.43, F.S. 127 
 128 
Adopted: 2/27/07 (Formerly: Policy 1.34) 129 
Revised: 7/31/07 130 
Revised: 7/28/15  (Formerly: Policy 1.08) 131 


