
 

 

 
 
 
  
 

 
Ad Hoc Challenge Materials Committee Meeting 

 
October 5, 2023 

4:30 PM 
Media 1 and 2 

 
AGENDA 

 
 Review of Challenge to Instructional and/or Media Materials Process 

 Challenged Materials 

• Slaughterhouse-Five by Kurt Vonnegut 

• Half of a Yellow Sun by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 

 Good of the Order 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF LEE COUNTY 
 

   PERSONAL | PASSIONATE | PROGRESSIVE  

 
 

Challenge to Instructional and/or Media Materials Response 
 
Date Challenge to Instruction and/or Media Materials Form Received: July 5, 2023 
Submitted by:  
Challenged Material: Half of a Yellow Sun by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie  
Complainant: See pages 5 – 14 of this response document. 
 
Reviewed by: 
� Director(s) of Curriculum: __________________________ 
� Ad Hoc Committee Meeting Date: October 5, 2023  
 
Decision: 
� Recommend continued use of challenged material as instructional materials and for media 

circulation. 
� Recommend continued use for media circulation only. 
� Recommend continued use for instructional purposes only. 
� Recommend continued use of challenged material with the following guidelines: 

This book appears on novel and assessment lists for several advanced courses (Advanced 
Placement, AICE Cambridge, and International Baccalaureate). AP courses require College 
Board approval of teacher syllabi. Parents reserve the right to request alternate 
assignments. Teachers of advanced courses are required to obtain parental permission 
prior to utilizing this book for instruction. This book is not approved for media circulation. 

� Recommend discontinuing use of challenged material during instruction and remove from 
media circulation. 

 
Rationale for Decision and/or Additional Notes: 
The committee thoroughly reviewed the content of Half of a Yellow Sun by Chimamanda Ngozi 
Adichie and determined the book to be of literary merit, but found it contains sexually explicit 
material as defined by Florida Statue 847.012. Based upon those findings, Half of a Yellow Sun is 
only approved for instruction in advanced courses (Advanced Placement, AICE Cambridge, and 
International Baccalaureate) and requires parental consent prior to instruction. 
 
Half of a Yellow Sun is being discontinued for media circulation due to content which (II) depicts or 
describes sexual conduct as defined in F.S. §847.001(19); per House Bill 1069. Examples of this 
content are as follows: 

• “He had sucked all the bones, and he imagined that the taste of Olanna’s mouth was in his 
as he started to wash the dishes. The first time he sucked her bones, weeks ago, it was 
after he saw her and Master kissing in the living room on a Saturday morning, their open 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0800-0899/0847/Sections/0847.001.html
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/1069/BillText/er/PDF
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mouth pressed together. The thought of her saliva in Master’s mouth had both repelled 
and excited him. It still did. It was the same way he felt about her moaning at night; he did 
not like to hear her and yet he often went to their door to press his ear against the cold 
wood and listen” (Adichie, 107). 
 

• “But she knew he would not leave and that when she stretched out on the bristly carpet he 
would lie next to her. She kissed his lips. He pulled her forcefully close, and then, just as 
quickly, he let go and moved his face away. She could hear his rapid breathing. She 
unbuckled his trousers and moved back to pull them down and laughed because they got 
stuck at his shoes. She took her dress off. He was on top of her and the carpet prickled her 
naked back and she felt his mouth limply enclose her nipple. It was nothing like Odenigbo’s 
bites and sucks, nothing like those shocks of pleasure. Richard did not run his tongue over 
her in that flickering way that made her forget everything; rather, when he kissed her belly, 
she was aware that he was kissing her belly” (Adichie, 293). 

 
• “She raised her hips, moving with him, matching his thrusts, and it was as if she was 

throwing shackles off her wrists, extracting pins from her skin, freeing herself with loud, 
loud cries that burst out of her mouth” (Adichie, 293). 

 
Based upon the examples provided above, Half of a Yellow Sun will be removed from media 
circulation. All impacted schools will remove Half of a Yellow Sun by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie  
from their Destiny and OverDrive accounts. 
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Voting Ad Hoc Committee Members in Attendance: 
Curriculum Advisory Committee Representative 
Coordinator of Secondary ELA 
Coordinator of Secondary Reading 
Director of High School Curriculum & Instruction 
District Advisory Council Representative (Parent) 
District-based Media Specialist 
Equity and Diversity Advisory Committee Representative 
School-based Administrator Representative 
School-based Media Specialist 
 
Non-Voting Members in Attendance: 
Facilitator: Coordinator for Instructional Technology and Instructional Materials  
Co-Facilitator: Content Specialist for Instructional Technology and Instructional Materials 
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