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Challenge to Instructional and/or Media Materials Response 
 
Date Challenge to Instruction and/or Media Materials Form Received: July 5, 2023 
Submitted by:  
Challenged Material: Traffick by Ellen Hopkins 
Complainant: See pages 3 – 15 of this response document. 
 
Reviewed by: 
� Director(s) of Curriculum: Director of High School Curriculum & Instruction 
� Ad Hoc Committee Meeting Date: __________________________________  
 
Decision: 
� Recommend continued use of challenged material as instructional materials and for media 

circulation. 
� Recommend continued use for media circulation only. 
� Recommend continued use for instructional purposes only. 
� Recommend continued use of challenged material with the following guidelines: 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________. 

� Recommend discontinuing use of challenged material during instruction and remove from 
media circulation. 

 
Rationale for Decision and/or Additional Notes: 
This book is being discontinued for use due to content which (II) depicts or describes sexual conduct 
as defined in F.S. §847.001(19); per House Bill 1069. Examples of this content are as follows: 

• “She nods. But not so scared then as later that night, when Papacito come to my bedroom. 
‘Such a pretty little girl,’ he said. ‘Now I will make you my woman.’ I knew what he meant 
and tried to say no. He slapped my face so hard I thought my head would snap off! Then he 
grabbed my neck and squeezed. I couldn’t breathe. I begged him to stop but he choked me 
until I almost blacked out. I wore the marks from his fingers for many days. I had no fight 
left then, and he threw me on the bed, made me his wife for real. When he finished, he 
sent five friends to break me in better. After that, what did it matter?” (Hopkins, 31). 

 
• “When I was a kid at summer camp, there was this teenage counselor, Rob. He wasn’t 

exception, really. Still, I used to daydream about him holding me. Touching me. Using me. 
The first time I masturbated, I pretended it was Rob jerking me off. It’s strange, because I’m 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0800-0899/0847/Sections/0847.001.html
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/1069/BillText/er/PDF
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really not gay. I love my wife, and having sex with her. But once in a while, this need rises 
up, and I want Rob to jerk me off.” (Hopkins, 48). 

 
• “’ Wait. Your mom wanted you to prostitute? How old were you?’ My own mother insisted I 

had to get married before I even allowed a boy to kiss me, let alone… We needed the 
money for rent and stuff. I was thirteen, but no big deal. One of Daddy’s friends broke me 
in when I was nine. As Daddy says tight pussy costs a pretty penny.” (Hopkins, 71). 

 
Based upon the examples provided above, Traffick will be removed from media circulation and 
is not considered suitable for instructional purposes. All impacted schools will remove Traffick 
by Ellen Hopkins from their Destiny and OverDrive accounts. In addition, this book will no 
longer be approved for future purchase.  
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