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Challenge to Instructional and/or Media Materials Response 
 
Date Challenge to Instruction and/or Media Materials Form Received: July 5, 2023 
Submitted by:  
Challenged Material: Tricks by Ellen Hopkins 
Complainant: See pages 3 – 15 of this response document. 
 
Reviewed by: 
� Director(s) of Curriculum: Director of High School Curriculum & Instruction 
� Ad Hoc Committee Meeting Date: __________________________________  
 
Decision: 
� Recommend continued use of challenged material as instructional materials and for media 

circulation. 
� Recommend continued use for media circulation only. 
� Recommend continued use for instructional purposes only. 
� Recommend continued use of challenged material with the following guidelines: 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________. 

� Recommend discontinuing use of challenged material during instruction and remove from 
media circulation. 

 
Rationale for Decision and/or Additional Notes: 
This book is being discontinued for use due to content which (II) depicts or describes sexual conduct 
as defined in F.S. §847.001(19); per House Bill 1069. Examples of this content are as follows: 

• “Her hand found my own, urged it along her body’s contours, all the way to the place 
between her legs, the one I had never asked for. To be honest, I thought about doing it. 
What if it cured my confusion after all? In the heat of the moment, I even got hard, 
especially when Janet touched me, dropped onto her knees, lowered my zipper, started to 
do what I never suspected she knew how to do. Yes… No!” (Hopkins, 29). 

 
• “He started to unbutton my blouse. I let him. And when he unzippered my jeans, I helped 

him help me out of them. Snared by the heat of his kiss, I barely noticed when he slipped 
out of his own Levis. Skin urgent against skin, only panties and boxers between us, I was 
ready to shed that final thin barrier, allow him access to the most private part of me, when 
familiar faces floated past the window. Not-quite busted!” (Hopkins, 50). 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0800-0899/0847/Sections/0847.001.html
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/1069/BillText/er/PDF
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• “Something she and Alyssa cooked up to make me look like a jerk? Ronnie Carino has never 
even batted her pretty green eyes at me before. Let alone given me an up-close view of 
those tasty-looking tits. Something twitches behind my zipper. Glad I’m standing behind the 
counter.” (Hopkins, 74). 

 
Based upon the examples provided above, Tricks will be removed from media circulation, and 
is not considered suitable for instructional purposes. All impacted schools will remove Tricks by 
Ellen Hopkins from their Destiny and OverDrive accounts. In addition, this book will no longer 
be approved for future purchase.  
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