
THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF LEE COUNTY 
 

   PERSONAL | PASSIONATE | PROGRESSIVE  

 
 

Challenge to Instructional and/or Media Materials Response 
 
Date Challenge to Instruction and/or Media Materials Form Received: July 5, 2023 
Submitted by:  
Challenged Material: Smoke by Ellen Hopkins 
Complainant: See pages 3 – 6 of this response document. 
 
Reviewed by: 
� Director(s) of Curriculum: Director of High School Curriculum & Instruction 
� Ad Hoc Committee Meeting Date: __________________________________  
 
Decision: 
� Recommend continued use of challenged material as instructional materials and for media 

circulation. 
� Recommend continued use for media circulation only. 
� Recommend continued use for instructional purposes only. 
� Recommend continued use of challenged material with the following guidelines: 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________. 

� Recommend discontinuing use of challenged material during instruction and remove from 
media circulation. 

 
Rationale for Decision and/or Additional Notes: 
This book is being discontinued for use due to content which (II) depicts or describes sexual conduct 
as defined in F.S. §847.001(19); per House Bill 1069. Examples of this content are as follows: 

• “I was on the floor with my arms pinned over my head, and a hand jammed between my 
legs. ‘Please, Caleb. Stop. Don’t do this.’ Ah, c’mon, he said. Pretend that you don’t, but you 
know you want this more than I do. All girls do. Then I felt it, hard behind his jeans. ‘No!’ But 
it came out a harsh whisper. I was petrified Dad would hear. Maybe even more scared of 
that than of what was happening to me – one wicked thrust and Caleb drove himself inside 
of me. Something ripped. Something pried. I thought he would tear me apart. But I didn’t 
dare scream, and he pretended that made it okay. See? You like it. I knew you would. All I 
could do was go limp, tears streaming and soaking my blouse, until he shuddered his 
finish, punctuated with a disgusting grunt” (Hopkins, 32). 

 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0800-0899/0847/Sections/0847.001.html
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/1069/BillText/er/PDF
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• “Jesus. Look at all the blood. …Then he saw me lying there, skirt hiked up, fluids trickling 
from between my legs. I tried to tell him it wasn’t my fault. Caleb stole what he wanted” 
(Hopkins, 33). 

 
• “Oh, I don’t think so. It’s a man. You want to scream rape? Try it, with this in your mouth. 

There is the sound of a struggle, and now I hear a choking sound. Bad. Really bad. What do 
I do? I get up, pull up, zip up. Open the stall door quietly, move in behind… The thief! His 
pants are down, and his body is leaning into the girl, and I have to do something. I’ve still 
got the money pouch in one hand” (Hopkins, 45). 
 

• “Doesn’t take long. The nurse gives no comment. I have no clue what she thinks, or what 
the swabs will or won’t prove, other than Dad never visited there. His cruelty did not take 
the form of incest, although his deviant satisfaction in inflicting pain might well have been 
substitute sexual pleasure, or maybe even an aphrodisiac. How many nights did we hide 
our heads under our pillows, trying to dampen the sound of his beating Mom into 
submission, followed by the rhythmic creaking of their bed, Mom’s whimpers of pain 
turning to moans of whatever? Never again, Dad. Never again” (Hopkins, 59). 

 
Based upon the examples provided above, Smoke will be removed from media circulation and 
is not considered suitable for instructional purposes. All impacted schools will remove Smoke 
by Ellen Hopkins from their Destiny and OverDrive accounts. In addition, this book will no 
longer be approved for future purchase.  
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