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Challenge to Instructional and/or Media Materials Response 
 
Date Challenge to Instruction and/or Media Materials Form Received: July 5, 2023 
Submitted by:  
Challenged Material: Crank by Ellen Hopkins 
Complainant: See pages 3 – 9 of this response document. 
 
Reviewed by: 
� Director(s) of Curriculum: Director of High School Curriculum & Instruction 
� Ad Hoc Committee Meeting Date: __________________________________  
 
Decision: 
� Recommend continued use of challenged material as instructional materials and for media 

circulation. 
� Recommend continued use for media circulation only. 
� Recommend continued use for instructional purposes only. 
� Recommend continued use of challenged material with the following guidelines: 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________. 

� Recommend discontinuing use of challenged material during instruction and remove from 
media circulation. 

 
Rationale for Decision and/or Additional Notes: 
This book is being discontinued for use due to content which (II) depicts or describes sexual conduct 
as defined in F.S. §847.001(19); per House Bill 1069. Examples of this content are as follows: 

• “It was gentle persuasion. I can’t get enough of you. Sweetest coercion. My beautiful angel. 
Magnet to metal. I’ve got to have all of you. It was hands, exploring taboo places. Oh, God! 
You’re perfect! Lips and tongue, not far behind. Let me eat you up. Skin to skin, belly to 
shoulder. Sweet as puddin’. It was body rush after body rush, intensity building. Touch me 
there. Hot flush, raging blush, quick-start ignition. Show how much I need you? Ice flash, 
instant crash, voices outside the door. No! Don’t stop now!” (Hopkins, 96-97). 

 
• “Hands covered my mouth, rough, held my arms, strong, ripped, my clothes, vicious. Fear 

danced up my spine, jolted my brain, dripped onto the ground. No! I screamed into dirty 
flesh. Not this way. Buttons burst, zippers opened, I closed my eyes, braced for pain.” 
(Hopkins, 114-115). 

 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0800-0899/0847/Sections/0847.001.html
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/1069/BillText/er/PDF
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• “…I’ve waited for weeks. Put up and shut up. Kisses segued to bites. Bruises. Pain rippled 
through my body. ‘Brendan, please stop.’ No. You promised, you damn little tease. Off 
came my shorts. Down went his zipper. I realized I was in serious trouble. ‘I’ll scream.’ Go 
ahead. No one can hear but skunks and coyotes. Still, as I opened my mouth, his hand 
slapped down over it. Those sublime muscles hardened.” (Hopkins, 341). 
 

• “Just relax. You’ll love it. My brand-new Victoria’s Secrets shredded, and I felt the worse of 
Brendan pause, savoring my terror. They all love it. Had he done it a different way, I might 
have responded with excitement. Instead, I froze as he pushed inside. There it is. Oh, God. 
There it goes. It went, all right, with an audible tear. Pain mushroomed into agony and all I 
could do was go stiff. You weren’t lying, you bitch! I laid there, sobbing, as he worked and 
sweated over me. Stoked by the monster, it took him a long time to finish. Give me a line, 
I’ll give you an encore. He pulled away, sticky and bloody. Throbbing inside and out, I didn’t 
move, didn’t dare look him in the eye. What the hell is the matter, Bree? I stared up at the 
clouds, gathering into gloom, shrouding the moon. ‘My name is Kristina.’” (Hopkins, 342-
343) 

 
Based upon the examples provided above, Crank will be removed from media circulation and 
is not considered suitable for instructional purposes. All impacted schools will remove Crank 
by Ellen Hopkins from their Destiny and OverDrive accounts. In addition, this book will no 
longer be approved for future purchase.  
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