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Challenge to Instructional and/or Media Materials Response 
 
Date Challenge to Instruction and/or Media Materials Form Received: July 5, 2023 
Submitted by:  
Challenged Material: Burned by Ellen Hopkins 
Complainant: See pages 3 – 5 of this response document. 
 
Reviewed by: 
� Director(s) of Curriculum: Director of High School Curriculum & Instruction 
� Ad Hoc Committee Meeting Date: __________________________________  
 
Decision: 
� Recommend continued use of challenged material as instructional materials and for media 

circulation. 
� Recommend continued use for media circulation only. 
� Recommend continued use for instructional purposes only. 
� Recommend continued use of challenged material with the following guidelines: 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________. 

� Recommend discontinuing use of challenged material during instruction and remove from 
media circulation. 

 
Rationale for Decision and/or Additional Notes: 
This book is being discontinued for use due to content which (II) depicts or describes sexual conduct 
as defined in F.S. §847.001(19); per House Bill 1069. Examples of this content are as follows: 

• “Zap! I was nobody. Someday, would another nobody slide his arm around my substantial 
waist, walk his hand under my homemade blouse? And would I draw back into the curve of 
him, close my eyes, and take pleasure in his heat?” (Hopkins, 46). 

 
• “…And when he kissed me, I full-on kissed back. I even let his hands wander. At first I said 

no, of course. I really thought I wasn’t at all that kind of girl. Guess what. I am! He was good, 
too. First he rubbed my back. Then he lifted my hair and kissed my neck, and I’ve never had 
goose bumps like that before. Then he slid his hands around the front of my, lifting my 
breasts and touching my nipples. I wouldn’t let him go under my blouse, but even over my 
clothes, the way he made my body feel is hard to describe. Alive” (Hopkins, 122). 

 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0800-0899/0847/Sections/0847.001.html
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/1069/BillText/er/PDF
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• “Gently upon mine. He kissed my eyes, my lips, my neck, then his mouth crept softly down 
the length of my torso” (Hopkins, 327). 

 
Based upon the examples provided above, Burned will be removed from media circulation and 
is not considered suitable for instructional purposes. All impacted schools will remove Burned 
by Ellen Hopkins from their Destiny and OverDrive accounts. In addition, this book will no 
longer be approved for future purchase.  
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